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trek through a mountainous desert country in November, 1839. The rigors of the climate and the absence of roads took a frightful toll both of men and of animals, and ten weeks later General V. A. Perovsky, who commanded the expedition, was forced to turn back without having even sighted the enemy. The outcome of Russia's Persian intrigues and of the Khivan expedition strongly suggests that danger to India was not so real as Palmerston believed.
RAPPROCHEMENT WITH ENGLAND
Constantinople, however, remained the focal point of the potential European conflict. The Peace of Kiutayeh (1833) did not end the feud between Mahmud and Mehemet Ali. The sultan was not reconciled to the humiliation and loss of territory and revenue inflicted on him by his rebellious vassal, while the pasha of Egypt was harboring plans for complete independence. A Turkish attack on Egypt was prevented in 1834 by St. Petersburg's firm statement that since the Treaty of Unkiar Skelessi was defensive, Russia would not countenance an unprovoked aggression by the Porte. The long-expected crisis did not break out until 1839.
In the meantime the ground was prepared for a new alignment of Powers and for their concerted intervention in the eastern question. Palmerston was resolved to prevent Mehemet Ali from acquiring control of Syria, partly because he foresaw a possible reconciliation between Russia and Egypt and pictured the junction of the armies of the two countries in Iraq and their advance down the Euphrates to threaten the British flank in India. Alliance with France remained one of the pillars of British policy and an essential element in the balance of power; but there were disturbing signs that the French government and public opinion favored Mehemet Ali and might, therefore, fail England at the very time when action would be needed. Palmerston did not believe in Russia's disinterestedness and her professed intention to preserve the Ottoman empire. He was anxious, however, to weaken Russia's hold over Turkey by merging the Treaty of Unkiar Skelessi "in some general compact of the same nature" (letter to Ponsonby, September 13, 1838, N.S.).
Russia had her own reasons for seeking an understanding with England. The Holy Alliance had proved lifeless and offered little guarantee of common action in the Near East. Prussia was specifically exempted from the obligation to intervene in the Levant (letter of Nicholas to